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Our winter’s work programme is complete.  We made good 
progress during the winter coppicing in Cowdown and St. 
John’s.  There are a few jobs that we have to do during the 
summer, but for the time being we can leave the woods to 
Mother Nature and for people to enjoy. 
 
IN OUR WOODS – Spring 
 
The Colours of Spring 
 
No other season of the year displays changing colours like spring.  
Suddenly, after the greys and browns of winter, our woods burst 
into life with the glorious brightness 
of spring’s beautiful flowers.  I know 
autumn can be spectacular with 
golds, yellows, and reds, but I 
don’t think anything compares 
with the pleasure of the warm 
sunshine that accompanies the 
yellows, blues and pinks of spring.  
 
 Lesser celendine 
April  
 

Lesser celandine and primroses are 
already in bloom by the start of April and 
are joined by yellow archangel.  These 
three spring flowers are indicators of 
ancient woodland. 
 
The distinctive brimstone butterfly can be 
seen around both of our copses 
throughout April on sunny days.  Orange 
tips are also active during the month.  The 
male is easy to distinguish – the female less 
so. 
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Cowdown is particularly resplendent in 
May when the bluebells are out and 
again in June 
when you may 
count as many 
as 300 common 
spotted orchids 
along the paths 
and rides – but 
when you visit, 
please do not 
pick any of the 
wild flowers.   

 
 Common spotted  

       orchid 
 
WALK IN THE WOODS MEETING 
 
Our walk around the woods to plan next 
winter’s work programme will take place 
at 10.00 on Sunday 7th April, starting in St. 
John’s Copse. 
 
WOOD SALES DAY 
Saturday 13th April, 10.00 to 13.00 
St. John’s Copse, St. John’s Road 
 
“Thank you” to everyone who ordered 
firewood from us recently.  We were 
kept busy meeting the demand.   
 
It is very encouraging for us to be able to 
use the waste material produced during 
the coppicing operation.  All of the 
money raised goes towards the ongoing 
restoration and maintenance of 
Oakley’s ancient woodlands.   
 
To this end we will be holding another 
“Wood Sales Day” on Saturday 13th April 
in St. John’s Copse.  Please come along 
and get your bean poles, pea sticks, 
walkers’ thumb sticks, fire wood and 
ornamental mushrooms (if we still have 
some).   Everything for £3.50 
 
And don’t forget to stock up with your 
barbeque charcoal – good value at just 
£5 for a large bag. 
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“JUBILOAKS” AND THE OAKLEY WOODLANDS GROUP 
 
There have been several articles in “The Link” in recent months 
about the proposal by the Jubiloaks team for a new Jubilee 
Wood in Oakley.  With only 6 to 10% of the UK under woodland 
(of which only 50% is managed), plans to plant new woodlands 
seems a good idea. 
 
The current Jubiloaks proposal is for new woodland to be 
planted to the north and south of Cowdown Copse.  To further 
understand both groups’ plans, the Oakley Woodlands Group 
met with representatives of Jubiloaks on 18th February.  The 
background, objectives and activities of the OWG were 
explained in some detail.   
 
The two overriding and key objectives of the OWG remain as 
they have been since the Group was formed in 1997, namely: 
 
1.  To manage the woods in such a way as to maintain its 
broadleaved character in the landscape 
 
2.  To maintain the ecological and historical value of the woods 
by reintroducing traditional forms of management and to 
improve the ground flora by widening rides at strategic points. 
 
The Jubiloaks team then explained their aims and plans for the 
new woods, which were mainly to provide a place where 
people can visit, walk their dogs and where children can play.  
 
The OWG’s concerns about the impact that the new woods 
would have on the biodiversity and welfare of Cowdown Copse 
were expressed and several important issues require further 
consideration.   
 
We will maintain our liaison with Jubiloaks as their plans develop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OWG BUTTERFLY SURVEY – YEAR 3 
 
From the first week of April until the end 
of September we will be carrying out our 
weekly butterfly checks – the third year 
of a ten-year survey.  So far we have 
counted twenty four species in and 
around the copses.  Hopefully, the 
weather this year will be an 
improvement on 2012, which was bad 
for butterflies. 
 
 
OPERATOR TRAINING 
 
Our chainsaw and brushcutter operators 
have completed their regular refresher 
skills training courses.  We also have a 
new chainsaw operator trained up for 
next winter’s work programme. 
 
The use of the chainsaw makes our work 
in Cowdown so much easier and, 
importantly, enables us to maintain 
viable coppicing cycles.  It is also used 
to prepare cut hazel for making 
charcoal and firewood.  The brushcutter 
keeps the paths clear in the summer 
and, in the autumn, controls the 
brambles and maintains the widths and 
scalloped edges of the rides. 
 
“Many thanks” to Katy Hooper, the 
Borough’s Green Spaces Ranger for 
arranging the training for us. 
 
 
“SITUATION VACANT” 
 
Having produced the “Newsletter” since 
April 2009, I feel it is time for a change. 
 
It’s a pleasant job and very interesting.  
I’ve learnt a lot during my time as 
Publicity Officer, but a fresh approach is 
required.  Apart from the quarterly 
newsletter there are articles that go in 
“The Link” occasionally. 
 
If you would like to have a go, please 
call me on 01256 782494. 
 
 
The Oakley 
Woodlands 
Group is…… 

Contacts: 
  
Alan Merry           Chairman        01256 780263 
Karen Mackrill     Secretary       01256 780466 
Dave Dickinson Treasurer     
Barry Bennett      Publicity       01256 782494 
Sally Slater    Product Sales 01256 780810 

 
If you have any comments regarding this newsletter, please 

contact Barry either by phone on 782494 or email 
barry.bennett@talk21.com 

 
The Newsletter is produced by the OWG quarterly with the 

next issue appearing in JUNE 2013. 

CHARCOAL BURNING IN COWDOWN 
Friday 2nd to Saturday 10th August 2013 
 
An early note for your diary.  Further information in the June 
“Newsletter”. 


